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The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in print and on 
line. It is dedicated to bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, 
editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily the 

opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the 
faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The Proclamation is 

a designated public forum for student expression, and its mission and policy is to encourage student 
expression. Students make final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View-
points, including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur 

Cross High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which 
is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are 

subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.
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Change Is In The Air
In the words of the great Bob Dylan, “The times they are a-changin’.” Change is coming to New Ha-
ven, and it’s coming quickly. In less than a year, we will have a new mayor and a new superintendent 
of schools. There will be a new president at Yale. We’ll have a whole new slate of alderpeople. We’re 
excited for these changes, but we’re also a little nervous. Who will these new people in power be? 
Will they create a better city for us all? Will they know how to govern? Will they be open, democratic, 
and willing to listen to us?
 At a more local level, Cross’ leadership is changing, too: our principle of 3 years,  Ms. 
Moore, is retiring. 
 Many things in New Haven are improving. Graduation rates are rising; murder rates are 
falling. Will the whole slew of new leadership in our city be able to continue these improvements? 
Only time will tell. But we, as students of Cross, citizens of New Haven, and inhabitants of the world, 
should keep up our good work. Even having good governance is no excuse to stop working actively 
towards change in our community. So while we wait for new leaders to come to power, let’s continue 
our own efforts towards a better city. Leaders can only do so much. Ultimately, it’s us, the residents 
of New Haven (and the youth more specifically) that will change our city, for better or worse.
 It certainly can’t hurt to have people in power that are willing to listen to us, though. New 
Haven’s city government has been historically unresponsive to its constituents, and it’s much harder 
to make change if your government is unwilling to listen.

Correction:
• In an article entitled “Get to Class” on page 9 of the Fall, 2012 Proclamation, the third sentence 

of the first paragraph is corrected and reads as follows: “He’s been working here at Cross for 15 
years in the school security department.” 

• In article called “Behind the Shades”, also on page 9 of the Fall, 2012 issue, the fourth sentence 
and following of the first paragraph is corrected and reads as follows: “The worst situation I’ve 
had to deal with happened with a young man who was playing basketball outside. He was hav-
ing a beef with a Cross Annex student. That student fired nine shots at the young Cross student. 
Luckily, only one hit him.”
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Take 2: Obama’s Policies In The 
Second Term
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

Many people were disappointed with Obama’s first term, and as he heads 
into his second term with stubbornly high unemployment, low consumer 
confidence and the looming effects of the sequester cuts his goals for the 
second term appear weak in the face of the challenges the country faces 
at home and abroad. Here are some of the policies needed to boost the 
economy and navigate other challenging issues.
 Economics: With the effects of the Great Recession lingering at 
the end of his second term, Obama needs to get serious about the econ-
omy. With the senate under his control and people more in favor of him 
than they have been since October of 2009 (at 56% approval rate as of 
the writing), Obama has the political leverage to force Congress to act. 
This is especially true given that the legislative branch’s reaction to the 
fiscal cliff has made them appear only slightly more popular than Mil-
lard Fillmore. All jokes aside, Obama needs to take action, or else wage 
stagnation, price increases, and union busting will take its toll on the 
already deflating middle class. It’s never too late for a little Keynesian in-
tervention: Obama should intervene and impose real regulation on banks 
to ensure there is no repeat of the financial disasters seen under Bush. 
Rather than support the odious and deceptively named Right to Work 
bills and programs, Obama should take moves to help to strengthen the 
labor movement, recognizing that unions provide a service that workers 
pay for, just like the taxes they pay to the FDA for keeping their milk 
safe. This union piece is very critical: the labor movement has always 
been good for the American middle class, and the United Auto Workers 
Union helped to establish the middle class following strikes in the Great 
Depression.
    Infrastructure is also a key area of concern. Each year independent 
studies reveal that our infrastructure is deteriorating, yet no broad action 
has come from the government. Following in the footsteps of FDR and 
Eisenhower, Obama could easily create hundreds of thousands of well-
paying jobs repairing infrastructure, all with the stroke of a pen.
 National Security/Foreign Policy: The Obama administration 
has enacted and supported some of the most repressive action ever un-
dertaken by the US government against its citizens. Under his guidance 
the National Defense Authorization Act was passed, which essentially 
guarantees that police, and CIA and FBI can show up to your house and 
take you away, with no warrant, then lock you up forever with no trial. 
Additionally Obama has ordered the deaths of several American citizens 
who, while vocal opponents of the United States, were not engaged in re-
bellion or combat against the nation. Among those killed in drone strikes 
is Abdulrahman Al-Awlaki, who was killed in a drone strike on the way 
to a barbecue, he was killed because his father, Anwar Al-Awlaki was an 
active, and powerful critic of  US  policies in the Middle East. 
    Obama needs to stop this gradual slide to a repressive, and toxic state, 
no matter the political cost. If we want to ensure that our rights are pro-
tected, then we must fight to ensure the president will not lock up and kill 
people, without due process, for reasons as trivial as what they believe, 
and where they live. To prevent attacks against the country it is neces-
sary to stop our violent wars abroad. Thousands of civilians have died 
and more than eight million displaced. Obama must stop the wars, or the 
military industrial complex will grow too powerful, and devour the ideals 
of our nation.

Gun Control: The United States had 11,101 murders due to gun violence 
in 2011. Many occured in impoverished areas, where there is chronic un-
employment, staggering rates of incarceration, crippling poverty, and many 
guns. Others happen all around us, in everywhere from places of worship to 
office buildings. In Canada there were 144 gun deaths, a number so small 
that to pass the United States’ number Canada’s population would have to be 
close to three billion people, or roughly ten times that of the United States. In 
Canada, there is more gun control, guns must be registered, and many weap-
ons are restricted.  Guns today are so much more lethal than they were when 
the second amendment was drafted, in those days it was far more common 
to die from an infected wound than from the actual bullet, nowadays there 
are bullets which can leave a person headless, or completely pulverize the 
internal organs of a child. This is great for killing soldiers, but in a nation with 
about 300 million guns, and about three hundred million people, it is very bad 
news. The simplest solution to all this death and destruction is quite simply 
to make it very hard to buy guns, and very hard to buy ammo. If Obama were 
to use his political capital, and the nations grief after the Newtown tragedy to 
his advantage, then it would not be difficult to institute better mental health, 
and risk factor screening, longer waiting periods, and ultimately a ban on 
powerful guns with powerful magazines. Gone are the days when bearing 
arms meant it took about a minute to fire three rounds, but we can try to make 
sure they do not become the days of easy access machine guns.
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NewsNo Education 
Without Representation
BY Jin Soo Park  ‘14

        

PTO? What’s that? I have never heard about the PTO before in my life, until I met Mr. Brochin.
        The PTO, Wilbur Cross’ Parent Teacher Organization, is an organization of parents and teach-
ers- and mostly administrators- come together as one to talk about school issues and problems. But 
where are the students? Our school is not only for teachers and the parents; it is an establishment for 
the students. It is the students that make up the school; it is not only the teachers, administrators, and 
parents that bring up the rules and regulations of this school. Yes, they are the authority that keeps us 
in order. However, we are the ones that can change the school's culture, because we are the culture.
        You might be thinking about the Student Council and how they are the representatives of Wilbur 
Cross, but are they, the ONLY in bringing reforms to this school? I do not think so. As a student of 
Wilbur Cross High School, I invite you to the PTO meeting where any student from any grade, gen-
der, ethnicity, and race is welcomed.
        So why don't we change the name from the PTO to the PTSO, the Parent Teacher Student Orga-
nization? PTO is designed so that students can come to the meeting, which is every third Wednesday 
of the month from 6:00pm to 7:00, to discuss the issues occurring here at Wilbur Cross.
        If anyone reading this article is interested in proposing an idea that concerns to the PTO, feel free 
to contact Jin Soo Park, the organizer of Student Representatives of PTO.
        We can change the future, and the only way we can is by stepping up to the stage. By pushing 
ourselves out of our comfort zone, we can see the world that is truly in need of us. The school needs 
you. They don't always need those smart, athletic, artistic men and women. They need an ordinary, 
common, citizens of Wilbur Cross High School. I just want to be in a more unified school, where 
students, and teachers, parents and children, all work together for one goal and purpose in making 
the better world out there. We are the next generation in changing the world. We must take a stance 
in revealing the truth about the hardships of our fellow students. So please join me in writing a new 
chapter of history at our high school and letting our voices be heard.

Nemo Found Us
BY Journalism Staff

Whether you were outside shoveling snow or in-
side hibernating, it wasn’t an ordinary weekend. 
The weather forecasters were wrong: greater 
New Haven was blanketed with over 3 feet of 
snow on February 8th and 9th, leaving thou-
sands barricaded in their homes. 
 For some, the storm was an unexpected 
blessing. Mr. Brochin, who lives on Orange St., 
took advantage of the unplowed roads to recon-
nect with his neighbors and walk around his 
neighborhood. 
 However, some of his students in Jour-
nalism class enjoyed it much less. Yaslinda Grant 
had a hard time even getting out of her house. 
“My uncle had to climb through the screen door 
to get onto the porch to shovel,” she said, “and 
my cousin had to climb through my bedroom 
window!” Others, like Ashley Bermudez, didn’t 
leave their houses for days. Some people, like 
Stephanie Arroyo, just didn’t care: “People were 
going crazy,” she said. “I just watched every-
one shovel.  Didn’t really mind staying in my 
house.” 
 No two New Haveners had the same 
experience in the blizzard. For some it was 
blessing, for some a curse. Hopefully, we can 
all agree that it might be nice to have a little less 
snow next winter. 
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Early Bloomers 
Head to UNH
BY Shoshana Lovett-Graff '13

During the second semester of the 2012-
2013 school year, four seniors from Wilbur 
Cross will exchange their school bus rides 
and parent-teacher conferences for an ex-
citing opportunity; they will enroll in Uni-
versity of New Haven and attend a semester 
at the university for free.
 UNH's Outstanding High School 
Senior Program will host fifteen students, 
mostly from New Haven, including WCHS's 
own Bradford Watson, Alvaro Quispe, 
Daykwion Aleman, and Ishara Hakizlmana.
 The students had to go through an 
extended application process, similar to that 
of a college application. They were required 
to submit transcripts, essays, recommenda-
tions, and standardized test scores, in addi-
tion to having a lengthy interview in which 
they were asked questions ranging from 
"What are your weaknesses and strengths?" 
to "If you could be any animal, what would 
you be and why?" The acceptances or rejec-
tions were mailed to them around winter 
break, resulting in--for some--an additional 
Christmas present.
 "My parents aren't paying for me to 
go to college," said Brad Watson, who plans 
to study environmental or chemical engi-
neering in college. "The program seemed 
like a great opportunity to receive college 
credit while saving money."
 "Yeah," said soon-to-be business 
major Alvaro Quispe. "Plus, you get to use 
the facilities and be a part of student organi-
zations. The only things you can't do are live 
on campus and play sports."
 The boys learned about the pro-
gram not only from the daily announce-
ments heard at the beginning of the year, 
but from a former attendee of the program, 
Wilbur Cross alum Vladimir Kirimov, and 
the Developing Tomorrow's Professionals 
organization.  
 When asked about the downsides 
of leaving Wilbur Cross to be a part of the 
program, the two offered some insight: 
"You have more free time but you have to 
prioritize your responsibilities," said Alva-
ro.
 "And you don't get to spend the sec-
ond half of senior year with your high school 
friends," added Brad. "But then again, the 
whole college experience is about making 
new friends." He concluded. 

DeStefano Calls It Quits
BY Erin Duarte ‘13

New Haven mayor John DeStefano, 
Jr. announced that he would be step-
ping down as mayor of New Haven. 
DeStefano has been New Haven’s 
longest serving mayor with nearly 20 
years in office and 10 terms under his 
belt.
 DeStefano invited close 
family and friends to come and sup-
port him as he announced his deci-
sion to not continue with his reelec-
tion campaign on January 29th at 
the Russian Lady downtown. His 
announcement is one of a string of 
New Haven retirements, including 
Cross principal Peggy Moore, Yale 
president Richard Levin, and super-
intendent of schools Reggie Mayo, 
who has not announced he will step 
down, but has said for years that he 
will retire with the mayor.
 Several New Haveners 
have already announced campaigns 
in DeStefano’s absence, including 
East Rock alderman Justin Elicker 
and state representative Gary Holder-
Winfield. Hillhouse High School principal Kermit Carolina is also thinking about entering the race, 
as well a George Perez, president  of the Board of Alderman,  who has yet to announce his decision.
 DeStefano’s retirement will clearly make a big impact on New Haven; many New Haven-
ers don’t remember a time when DeStefano wasn’t mayor. Is it the best decision for the community, 
though? Only time will tell.
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More Support Gun Control
By Aneurin Canham Clyne ‘15

 It has been close to fourteen years since the Columbine 
High School shooting brought gun control to the forefront of nation-
al policy.  It finally seems a comprehensive deal on gun regulation 
might actually happen, after nearly fourteen years of political bicker-
ing, and NRA stonewalling. As conservative groups like the NRA 
seem more and more deranged (declaring Gun Appreciation Day on 
Martin Luther King Day when MLK was killed by a rifle, recom-
mending arming just about everyone, threatening to attempt depor-
tation of those who disagree with them, and last but not least some 
have actually flat out threatened to go out guns blazing if regulation 
progresses one more inch) pieces of legislation like an assault weap-
ons ban, increased mental health screening, magazine size limitation 
and universal background checks seem likely, and more importantly 
are supported by a majority of American’s. Just days before their 
second inauguration, still practically glowing from their re election 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden announced they would endorse the 
policies mentioned above and attempt to pass versions of them. 
 Needless to say this is a major step forwards, during the 
Bush years there was never any serious attempt at national gun legis-
lation, only speeches galore following the mass shootings at Virginia 
Tech and many other places throughout the country. Could this be 
Obama’s breakout from political deadlock? We’ll see. But yes Vir-
ginia The President is in fact for real this time. 

Syria: No End In Sight
By Aneurin Canham Clyne ‘15

There is no end in sight to the Syrian Civil War. 
The fighting between President Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime and fragmented coalition of Opposition 
and Kurdish forces is nearing the second anni-
versary of its initiation, which will be March 15, 
2013. In the 23 months since the war began there 
have been about 28 thousand combat deaths, and 
somewhere close to sixty thousand civilian casu-
alties, as well as the displacement of over 1.2 mil-
lion Syrians--meaning that about 5 percent of Syr-
ia’s entire population has been killed, wounded, or 
displaced during the war, making it the bloodiest 
military conflict of 2012.
 In a recent development, the Russian 
Government, the last major ally of Syria other 
than Iran, withdrew personnel from Syria, signal-
ing a deeper fear within the Russian Government 
that their last major ally and vestige of the Soviet 
style of Middle Eastern diplomacy is about to 
fall. Without the support of Russia, Assad’s gov-
ernment has lost its greatest international protec-
tor, potentially signalling an increase of NATO 
or American covert action in support of the Free 
Syrian Army. Whether this heralds the end of the 
conflict or merely a further escalation, one thing 
remains true: aside from clandestine aid and 
weapons deals, no major Military power outside of the Arab world has stepped into the conflict. It is interesting to note that unlike oil-rich Libya, which 
has 48 billion barrels of oil left undrilled, Syria has only 2.5 billion barrels of oil. Libya has received direct military support from many western nations, 
Syria has not. The moral of this story: if you’re planning a revolution, it helps to have oil. 
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NEWS SHORTS

Octomom Abduction
Nazhia Carter ‘13 and Koralys Velez ‘13

New York City Police caught a fugitive mother, 
Shanel Nadal, and her eight children: seven boys 
and one girl, all between the ages of four and 
eleven. Nadal, 28, abducted her children after 
a group visit to a foster care agency. Police re-
port that all of the seven boys are named Nephia 
Payne after their father, who may also be trav-
eling with the fugitive mother. Authorities have 
not revealed why the children were to be placed 
in foster care.

Sandy Hook
Ashley Bermudez ‘14

On December 14, 2012, Newtown, Connecticut was greeted with disaster. Sandy Hook Elementary 
School was assaulted by twenty-year-old Adam Lanza, who took the lives of twenty children and six 
adults. These angels still had lives to live. These adults sacrificed themselves for the children. My 
heart goes out to them all. Let us celebrate life.

Ray Lewis
Martis Costin ‘13

Ray Anthony Lewis, 
widely regarded as one of 
the best linebackers of all 
time, has retired from his 
groundbreaking career. 
Born May 15, 1975, Lewis 
began playing football for 
the University of Miami 
in 1993 but was drafted by 
the Ravens in 1996, for-
going his final year of col-
lege football. Among his 
many accolades, he was 
selected thirteen times to 
play in the NFL Pro Bowl, 
named “All Pro” ten times 
by the Associated Press, 
named NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2000 
and 2003, and he is the 
first ever linebacker to 
win the Super Bowl MVP award. Lewis played for the last time in his legendary career on the NFL’s 
grandest stage—the Super Bowl, defeating the San Francisco 49ers.  

ObamaCare
Aaliyah Rubiera ‘14 and 
Myashia Gamble ‘14

ObamaCare may be taking its toll. Obama Care 
was sold on the idea that premiums would go 
down once everyone got insured. Reports from 
around the Nation indicate that the cost of 
Healthcare continues to rise. We will watch and 
report on the effects of the Program, which will 
take full effect in 2014.
One man said “As a middle class taxpayer I 
view statements that Obama Care is saving an 
individual money with suspicion since it does 
not take full effect until 2014. My health insur-
ance premiums continue to rise.”
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Kyle Landry
Janeliz Rivera ’14 and 
Paulina Cedillo ‘14

Kyle Landry is a solo pianist who has been play-
ing since he was eight years old. He originally 
Youtube with just a single video, though today 
he has a library containing hundreds of recorded 
performances. Kyle has made a name for himself 
on Youtube, as he is among the top twenty most 
subscribed musicians of all time. Kyle now has his 
own official site, KyleLandy.com, which includes 
an extensive list of his work, as well as an active 
forum.

Controversial Saggy Pants
Nathali Cerda ‘15

Kenneth Stokes, a Jackson City Councilman in Mississippi failed to pass a ban 
on saggy pants. Now Stokes is a supervisor and trying to push it up to a county-
wide ban. Do you think it should be?
 Brianna F (Con): I disagree because I think that people wear different 
clothes or the same clothes just a different way to show their personality. I also 
disagree with him because people just want to follow their fan for ex. : Justin 
Bieber. 
 Moncerrat C(Pro): I don’t think it’s okay to sag your pants; I mean who 
would like to see your underwear guys. I don’t think it shows manners or it’s 
polite. A lot of parents, teachers, and kids are being disturbed by that.

The Kitten Went 
Mad
Kathiria Rodriguez Roger ‘14

     Roger Mundell Jr. and his 15 year-
old nephew were attacked by a bobcat 
in Massachusetts on January 7th. The 
bobcat sunk its teeth into Mundell’s 
face and clawed his back. Afterwards, 
the bobcat attacked the boy. Mundell 
was able to shoot and kill the bobcat. 
After an analysis of the animal’s body, 
the Rabies Virus was detected. Mun-
dell, his nephew, and his wife - who 
had blood from the animal on her - 
have already started their Rabies treat-
ments. 
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The Influenza 
Epidemic Strikes the 
U.S.
By: Selena Santiago

Recently the media has been flooded with news 
regarding the recent influenza epidemic. Cur-
rently all fifty states, the District of Columbia, 
and Guam have reported widespread influenza 
activity. This season has seen a particularly vir-
ulent strain emerge, which threatens to surpass 
the last epidemic season’s thirty six thousand 
person death toll from influenza and secondary 
infection. But exactly which influenza type has 
stirred up trouble? 
 This flu season has been dominated by 
the subtype H3N2 of the Influenza Category A 
virus. It is regretful to say that twenty children 
have already succumbed to the disease. With 
the death toll increasing, many people are being 
advised to receive the vaccination for the flu. It 
seems that many people have not taken advan-
tage of this advice and now it may just be too 
late to look for a vaccination. Due to the late 
season demand, flu vaccine providers have been 
caught off guard and have sold out or have been 
in short supply. A few cities have been subject to 
vaccine shortages and have had to stop adminis-
tering the vaccine while waiting for supplies..
We can definitely expect the nation’s hospitals 
to be filled over capacity. Some hospitals have 
even turned to setting up special tents outside 
in order to treat the influx of patients, as well as 
calling doctors for extra shifts. It would be great 
if we can prevent more states from declaring 
state health emergencies, therefore make sure to 
take precautions this flu season.

Features

Vaccines: Facts and Fiction
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15
    
 Despite celebrity 
endorsements, television 
commercials and online 
ads, little can be said in 
favor of the anti-vaccine 
movement.  In its modern 
incarnation, the move-
ment is based on a few 
videos featuring a woman 
named Desiree Jennings. 
She claimed to have devel-
oped a neurological dis-
order following a routine 
flu vaccination. A simple 
investigation not only con-
cluded that the flu vaccine 
was safe, but that Jennings 
had faked her disease.  The 
damage was done, though, and Jenny McCarthy and other celebrities began harping vaccine 
damages. Soon, claims that vaccines caused or were somehow linked to autism and other 
disorders were everywhere. As a result, people began to shy away from vaccines. As a result, 
child mortality rates from preventable diseases skyrocketed. Measles and whooping cough 
experienced a resurgence in case numbers and mortality. The CDC ready as it always is to 
quell the spread of disease, scientific review of the claims of anti-vaxers rapidly showed no 
link between autism, or any neurological diseases in vaccines. Sadly, this was not the end of 
the matter, and some vaccine myths still float around, but this article will clear it up.
 Myth 1: Vaccines contain harmful mercury preservatives, and can cause autism.
 Fact: Concerns over the use of mercury as a preservative stopped the use of mercury 
in vaccines in 1999, except for some seasonal flu vaccines. However, these flu vaccines can 
be requested without the Ethyl Mercury preservative, despite the fact that decades of experi-
ence and review have shown little to no build up of mercury in the body following exposure 
to Ethyl Mercury, unlike its deadly cousin, Methyl Mercury, which has never been used in 
vaccine production.
 Myth 2: Vaccines are ineffective, counter effective or unnecessary.
 Fact: The first modern vaccine arrived in 1793 when Edward Jenner began inoculat-
ing people against smallpox. His crude methods (before modern laboratory processes and 
modern medical science) caused smallpox rates in Britain to fall dramatically. Similarly, 
vaccines eradicated polio, which has no other known cure, from the modern world. Measles 
and meningitis have been more or less completely controlled through mass vaccination pro-
grams. Vaccines, which have a small rate of failure, are useful not just for individual im-
munity, but for herd immunity, which is when enough people are immune to a disease that 
it cannot spread effectively through unexposed populations. When even a small percentage 
of children go unvaccinated it creates the potential for endemic existence, or even explosive 
epidemics amongst unvaccinated epidemics, and has contributed to a spike in deaths from 
preventable disease in the elderly and the very young in the past five years.
 So remember to keep a cool head when hearing about the newest craze regarding 
vaccination and its drawbacks. All medical procedures have some risks, but vaccines have 
very few, and are the cornerstone of health in this country. There is a good chance that you 
would be dead without them.
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2/11
Whitney Houston found 
dead in bathtub: drown-
ing, heart disease and 
cocaine, right before 
comeback tour was go-
ing to start.

2/26 
Neighborhood Watch pa-
trolman George Zimmer-
man murders unarmed 
Trayvon Martin. Hoodie 
sales skyrocket as Zimmer-
man is brought to justice. 
Hoodies offi cially inducted 
in to the Political Fashion 
Statement Clothing Rack.

3/20 
One Direction becomes fi rst 
British group in US Chart 
history to enter at number 
one with their debut album. 
The soul of music is brutally 
assaulted by sentences con-
taining both “One Direction” 
and “The Beatles.”

5/26
Zombie Apocalypse? 
Nope, just bath salts…

7/20 
Twelve killed, fi fty-
eight wounded in 
mass shooting in an 
Aurora, CO movie 
theater.

7/27-8/12 
OLYMPICS. Mi-
chael Phelps be-
comes most dec-
orated Olympian 
of all time. McK-
ayla Maroney is 
not impressed.

8/1 
AmazonUK an-
nounces E.L. James’ 
“Fifty Shades” trilo-
gy has offi cially beat 
out J.K. Rowling for 
best selling author. 
The world dies a 
little inside.

8/6 
NASA’s land rover Curi-
osity lands successfully on 
Mars.

9/21
 iPhone 5 comes out. 
More than 5 million 
sold in fi rst three 
days, helping so-
lidify Apple’s status 
as the most valuable 
company in history.

10/14 
Fearless Felix breaks the 
sound barrier! Red Bull really 
does have wings!

10/23 
iPad mini 
comes out, do-
ing very little to 
solidify Apple’s 
status.

10/29 
Hurricane Sandy hits the Eastern Sea-
board, killing at least 128 people and 
leaving more than $71 billion worth of 
destruction in its wake.

11/6 
Barack Obama returns for 
another round as Presi-
dent of the United States, 
winning 332 electoral 
votes to Romney’s 206.

12/3 
Kate Middleton 
announces pregnancy.

12/14 
Adam Lanza breaks 
into Newtown ele-
mentary school and 
fatally shoots twen-
ty children and six 
adults. RIP Sandy 
Hook Victims.

12/21 
PSY’s “Gangnam 
Style” video becomes 
fi rst online video to ever 
get a billion hits on the 
internet.

Most searched 
person online: 
Kim Kardashian

Highest Grossing Movie:
The Avengers

Named as Year’s Top 
Cultural Obsession:
Honey Boo-Boo

11/6 

2012 Year in Review
By: Sophie Dillon ‘13
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Presidential Inauguration: Another Four Years of Controversy? 
Kiana M. Hernandez ‘14

    It was an interesting four years, to say the least, 
and Americans are well on their way to another four 
years filled with surprises and controversy.  
 President Barack Obama was inaugurated 
for his second presidential term on Monday, Janu-
ary 21, 2013 – meaning that he can saunter back 
into the Oval Office and pick up where he left off to 
(hopefully) see his plans to completion. While this 
may incite excitement for a portion of the American 
population, there are still many Americans who re-
main unsatisfied with the election results.
 It’s no secret that four years ago, when 
President Obama, it was nearly impossible to move 
through the crowds swarming the inauguration of 
the first African-American sworn in to the presi-
dency. This year, it was somewhat different. While 
Washington D.C. was still crowded and buzzing 
with excitement, there were certainly fewer people 
and much less hype.
 The president didn’t let that affect him, 
however, as he gave a speech filled with expressions 
of American unity, using words like “we” and “our”. 
He spoke of better education for the children of the 
country and advancements in technology that would guarantee the preservation of the planet for decades to come.  He spoke of ending wars and sup-
porting democracy worldwide.  He spoke of improving the economy and employment rate. He spoke of living up to American values of tolerance and 
equality for all, and believing in basic human rights – life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  By the end, President Obama articulated a speech that 
inspired those who watched, listened, or read it to work together in order to better the country.
Yet, oddly enough, the most-discussed topic of the inauguration was the question of whether or not Beyonce lip-synced the national anthem.
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Support For Refugees
Transcribed BY: Erin Duarte ‘13 Photos BY: Erin Duarte ‘13 & Martis Costin ‘13

Just around the corner from Wilbur Cross, a very 
agency is bustling every day, doing good work 
for the community. Integrated Refugee and Immi-
grant Services, or IRIS, is an organization whose 
mission is to help resettle people coming to New 
Haven. They offer help with  everything from 
housing to finding jobs. The Proclamation staff 
went to the IRIS Run For Refugees fundraiser on 
February 3rd, and interviewed two of the day’s  
runners: student Jack Liu and Scott Harding, who 
is also on IRIS’ board of directors. Read on below 
to find out more about refugee services in our city 
and why they matter.

Proclamation Staff: What’s your name?
Jack Liu: Hi, my name is Jack Liu. I’m a PhD stu-
dent at the  UCONN school of social work.
PS: Why are you running this race today?
JL: To support and fundraise for IRIS . I’m with 
great social justice organization that works with refugees. We have been fundraising this past month. We have a fundraiser at the 
Crown School of social work in West Hartford this past Thursday night and raised several hundred dollars through community 
members so this is an ongoing event.
PS: Why is supporting refugees important?
 JL: Well, refugees are a marginalized and vulnerable population in the United States and often there  is not enough room for 
them to share what they think and feel and how they experience living in the U.S. So they are a really important population we 
support and everyone gets to know them more, and know  that they exist here in the United States.
PS: What are you guys all wearing on your heads?
We’re wearing spirit hoods. These are about huskies, Siberian Huskies because our mascot for UCONN are Huskies. 

Proclamation Staff: Hi Scott, what is your affiliation with IRIS?
Scott Harding: I’m a member of the board of directors.
PS: Why are you running this race today?
SH: I’m running to show my support for IRIS, but also to show my support for refugee resettlement in New Haven and Con-
necticut to raise awareness about this issue as well as obviously trying to raise money for it. So its’ just as important to publicise 
the issue for the greater public.
PS: Why is it important to publicize the work IRIS does?
SH: I think a lot of people aren’t familiar with who refugees are, what the criteria are to be allowed to come to the United States 
and apply for refugee status. The fact is that most people coming in who are allowed in are fleeing persecution, violence, for 
their own beliefs, or because a family member may have been targeted for violence. Many of the refugees here may have lost a 
family member already: a husband, a cousin, or an aunt. So this is a serious issue for them and to publicise it helps the general 
public and helps people in Connecticut understand that these are people who are seeking a better life.
PS: Is New Haven in particular a refugee center within Connecticut?
It is because of the work of IRIS. It’s one of few organizations in Connecticut that does refugee resettlement. So it’s a target, if 
you will. A lot of people are coming here and initially resettling, and then over time some of them may be going to other com-
munities. So the work that IRIS does is essential to integrating refugees throughout the state.
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BY: Wesley Ayala ‘13

Kelly: A lot of refugees don’t like to share 
their stories; it can be very hard for them to 
tell their story, very emotional. Also a lot are 
concerned with confidentiality which is why 
we take confidentiality very seriously here at 
IRIS. Some people feel that they have friends 
and family members that might be in danger 
or at risk if the bad guys find out that they 
are here in the U.S.  So its very sensitive the 
work that we do because we have to make 
sure we get that person's’ permission. 

Brhane: I come from Malta. I came from Er-
itrea to Sudan to Libya then Malta. I lived in 
Eretria in 2007 to 2012. I wanted to save my 
life in this country. The Eritrean government 
didn’t have any type of protection or stabil-
ity. No one came with me. It was hard to start 
from zero again. I needed papers to come here 
and needed papers in Malta. I lived alone and 
worked as a farmer. I would do any work, In Malta I worked in a hotel. 

Daniel: I went the same route as Brhane, and ended up here in the U.S. I like America and enjoy every opportunity given to me. 
William Kneeram (Employment Services Manager): When people in Iris get a job we ring the bell letting everyone know that 
someone got a job. We work with companies to let them know that we have wonderful refugee clients that have background 
checks from the UN and the federal government, and are ready to be employed. I basically find jobs for the refugees and help 
them get prepared. Which is the basic goal of IRIS. I understand the issues in hiring people, and getting jobs, and I worked in 
Connecticut for eight years and I know the economy here. 
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Wilbur Cross Presents: 
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Once On This Island
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Arts

Everything is Purple: Is Hip-Hop Warming to LGBT?
BY Sophie Dillon ‘13    

The music world was more than a little 
surprised when Frank Ocean, R&B 
singer and member of alternative rap 
collective Odd Future, announced in 
July on Tumblr he was thinkin’ ‘bout 
men too. His bold refusal to confine his 
sexuality to a label, even as bisexual, 
has marked the emergence of a grow-
ing question: in a world dominated by 
hyper-masculinity for so long—is hip-
hop ready to open the conversation 
about sexuality?
 Lately, the answer seems to be 
“yes.” New openly gay and transgen-
der artists have been finding success in 
New York’s rap underground. Michael 
Quattlebaum has recently been filling 
concert venues as the part schoolgirl, 
part clinically insane Mykki Blanco—
a rap persona that flows seamlessly 
between genders, tight mini-skirts 
contrasting a deep, raspy voice in a 
bizarrely fascinating combination. 
Mykki Blanco performs regularly with 
House of LaDosha, a Brooklyn group 
that raps and dances with the same win-
ning mixture of feminine subject and style brought with male braggart. Khalif Diouf, producer behind the beat of Das Racist’s 
“Combination Pizza Hut and Taco Bell,” has also been winning fame as Le1f, flamboyantly gay rapper who vogues as feverishly 
as he rhymes. The music video for Le1f’s song “Wut” features Le1f dancing on a gym rat wearing a Pikachu mask—objectifying 
the white male as a sexual play toy. The video has just under a million hits.
 Many in the mainstream, even rappers whose lyrics include homophobic slurs, have been showing more support for the 
LGBT community. Both Jay-Z and Eminem have endorsed homosexuality, Eminem even performing with Elton John while the 
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation was under fire. Nikki Minaj has said the time is ripe for a gay rapper to make it big. 
When Frank Ocean came out, he received an outpouring of support from many prominent hip-hop figures—even fellow member 
of Odd Future, Tyler the Creator, whose lyrics are infamous for gay slander. Tyler stated online: “I’ve known for a while, [Ocean] 
told me a long time ago. It was just funny cause I was getting bashed as a homophobe or whatever and I kept saying, dude how 
am I one? I have gay friends.”
 Hold up, I think I hear a broken record playing. Wait, there it is: “I have gay friends,” the oldest phony ethical appeal in 
the homophobe playbook. Maybe we could listen to Tyler the Creator’s album “Goblin” instead, which features the f word (no, 
the other one) a few dozen times. Though his lyrics go for shock value over genuine defamation, he’s no champion of gay rights.
 Neither is A$AP Rocky, new rap don who has been lauded for his progressive stance on homosexuality: “Man, if you're 
gay we can be friends... as long as you're a great person and, y'know, you don't bother me and make me uncomfortable, then let's 
be friends, dude.” While  Rocky is more open than most of the hip-hop world, he’s anti-homophobic at best. 

Above: Hip Hop Star Frank Ocean
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 Sure, everyone agrees that gay 
and transgender rap is on the horizon, but 
is hip-hop’s recent warmth to the LGBT 
community indicative of a real shift in 
perspective or the first glimpse of a niche 
genre to come?
 While Mykki Blanco ventures out 
into Harlem’s schoolyards to supposedly 
change the homophobic conceptions of 
the youth with fierce freestyles—Mykki 
Blanco is a character, not conceived out 
of Quattlebaum’s need to express his true 
gender identity but rather a day’s random 
wardrobe choice that sparked an idea for 
shock value. Blanco and House of LaDo-
sha use alternative sexuality as a gimmick 
for their rap, an extreme platform that is 
perhaps more damaging to hip-hop’s rela-
tionship with the LGBT community than 
any lyric of “Goblin.”
 Le1f, whose homosexuality seems 
an integral part of his personality rather 
than a shiny new costume, expresses his 
fear that gay rappers will be stuck in their 
own genre: “I think it's great that musi-
cians in the gay community are finally 
getting some attention, but it needs to be 
understood that ‘Gay Rap’ is not a genre. 
The style of my music is not defined by 
who I am, just by what I make.”
 Though alternative sexuality has 
proved successful in providing the raw 
impact much rap seeks to inflict on its lis-
teners, most rappers seem disinclined to 
make a socially conscious move by pro-
moting gay rights. Le1f states himself that 
“Conscious rap is not my favorite type of 
rap.” When asked about homophobic lyr-
ics, Busta Rhymes answered: “What I rep-
resent culturally doesn't condone [homo-
sexuality]." While rap is a genre that seeks 
to upset, in actuality its listeners seek this 
unrest through a clearly defined arsenal 
of musical weaponry. When the culture 
that Busta Rhymes represents wants to 
listen to hip-hop free of gay slurs, Busta 
Rhymes will deliver it.
 So perhaps it will be a long while 
before Le1f will be praised as rapper 
rather than gay rapper, but maybe we can 
think so far ahead.

Django Unchained Directed by Quentin 
Tarantino (2012)
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne ‘15

I have never 
seen a more 
brutal, or 
w e l l - p r e -
sented view 
of Ameri-
can slavery. 
Django Un-
chained is 
many things, 
from a goofy 
and ultra-vio-
lent spaghetti 
western, to 
a stirring re-
venge drama, 
and a brilliant 
portrayal of 
slavery. One 
of the things 
which makes 
Django Un-
chained so 
i n t e l l i g e n t , 
and so effec-
tive is the fact 
that the south-
ern Plantation 
owners are 
portrayed as 
pure evil. I 
focus on this 
facet only 
because so 
many other 
movies about 
the Antebel-
lum South 
portray the 
white planters in a favorable, or at least neutral light, rather than as the brutal oppressors 
whose pursuit of riches depopulated western Africa. Django Unchained does not hesitate to 
paint the southern landowners as evil, immoral, and ultimately ignorant men. 
 Throughout the course of the movie the Plantation owners appear as wealthy, cul-
tured, and intelligent, until a fateful scene between the mega rich slave owner Calvin Candie 
(Leonardo Dicaprio) and King Schultz, a German bounty hunter played by Christoph Waltz. 
During this scene Candie makes repeated references to his love of the novel the Three Mus-
keteers, and all things French. After Candie makes a particularly glowing comment about 
Alexandre Dumas, Schultz, feed up with Candie, informs him that Dumas was black. The 
scene is the best illustration of the intellectual hypocrisy of the, often, Spaghetti Westerns of 
the 1960s. Django borrows from dozens of Westerns, especially the Man With no Name tril-
ogy (Sergio Leone, 1964-1966) to shots mimicking the original True Grit, and Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid, there are literally dozens of references to other movies. Additionally, 
the movie is just plain fun.
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Everyone Is Overtaken
By Rachel Smith ‘13

With the release of War Horse, the new In-
diana Jones movie, and others, my opin-
ion of Steven Spielberg has dropped expo-
nentially with every movie of his. Despite 
this, there was still one Spielberg movie 
which I wanted to watch: Munich, a 2005 
film which tells the story of the murder 
of eleven Israeli athletes during the 1972 
Olympics, and (a fictionalized account 
of) the subsequent efforts of a motley 
crew of Mossad agents to find and kill 
the terrorists responsible. The movie had 
generated a large amount of controversy 
for its depiction of the alleged manhunt, 
as well as its apparent political message. 
However, I’d heard good things about it 
from friends, it was about a time period 
in which I am interested, and it included a 
pre-Bond Daniel Craig. So, when I found 
the DVD on a shelf in my grandparent’s living room over winter break, tucked be-
tween a Turkish cookbook and a yellowing copy of The Fellowship of the Ring, I 
knew instantly how I would be spending the evening.
 As the credits rolled up the screen and I let out the breath that I’d been hold-
ing in for the last hour of the movie, I decided that my expectations hadn’t been 
for nothing. Though the movie was overly sentimental at some points (as can be 
expected from a Spielberg movie), its beautiful cinematography and spot-on per-
formances made the movie so, so worth it. Despite the fact that she is on-screen for 
scarcely 10 minutes, Lynn Cohen plays a dynamic Golda Meier, who, despite her 
outward strength – or perhaps because of it – is still haunted by memories of the 
Holocaust. This strength and resolute nature prove to be almost the antithesis of the 
main character Avner Kaufman (Eric Bana), a Mossad agent who finds himself be-
ginning to break down with faced with the duty of killing the terrorists, even though 
the threaten to destroy everything he holds dear. 
 Just as contrast is an important part of Munich’s characters and acting, it is 
also important when it comes  to the film’s artistry. If you find yourself watching it, 
you will often find peaceful imagery such as a quietly meandering river, played be-
side violent, chaotic imagery. These well-placed images serve to not only affect the 
viewer past the usual shock value; they also portray the difference between what the 
Mossad agents are fighting for  - the safety of their homeland and their countrymen 
– and what they are forced to do to ensure that peace. 
 In the end, we come to see that the surviving agents, however hardened they 
may seem, have been traumatized by their actions. This last component of the movie 
leads you to wonder: will the cycle of bloody retribution continue, and, is such a 
cycle worth it in order to help enforce a country’s safety? The events in the movie 
lead you to think otherwise. Still, as one agent puts it: “whatever it takes”.
 Overall, Munich is a great film. If the violence it portrays doesn’t serve as too 
much of a trigger, then please see it.

Who Killed Welling-
ton?
BY Jesus Abraham Morales Sanchez '14

"I know all the countries of the world and their 
capital cities and every prime number up to 
7,057" says Christopher John Francis Boone, a 
kid that can easily relate to animals and numbers 
but not other people, an aspect of him which 
results from Asperger’s Syndrome. One night, 
after a curious incident with the neighbor's dog, 
he decides to write his story--a story in which 
destiny leads him to discover that his life is not 
what he thought, and neither is everyone else 
around him.
 Mark Haddon, author of The Curious 
Incident of the Dog at the Night-Time, has been 
a writer and illustrator of many children's books. 
During his youth, he worked with different peo-
ple with disabilities. Now he lives in Oxford, 
England, where he teaches creative writing at 
the Arvon Foundation. In 2003, he released his 
novel, The Curious Incident of the Dog at the 
Night-Time, which won the Whitbread Book of 
the Year Award and the Commonwealth Writers' 
Prize Overall Best First Book.
 In this book, Haddon explores the 
world of Christopher, what appears to be a con-
ventional neighborhood. In reality, nothing is 
what it seems, and many secrets are revealed. 
His hero turns into the antagonist of the story, 
friends become enemies, dead people come 
back to life and the bubble of innocence bursts 
in presence of lies and pain--all with an interest-
ing twist of math, science , and humor. 
I truly recommend this book to anyone. Its struc-
ture makes it quite easy to read, but also encour-
ages the reader to think and analyze the factual 
and logical information present in the book. 
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Advice, Etc.Drama’s Comeback
By: Selena Santiago ‘14

Just like every other member of the audience, 
I remember thinking “Where am I?” I had no 
idea that the stage here at Cross could look so 
dazzling and gorgeous. I found the performance 
very enjoyable. While the enthusiasm and hu-
mor drew me into the performance, there were 
times where I could see and hear the hard work 
the cast went through to attain this level of qual-
ity. I believe it was evident to the entire audience 
that the cast gave their best effort to provide us 
with a great performance for a second night in a 
row. At times I lost myself in the story, I would 
lean in closer to immerse myself in the over-
flowing energy from the performers. Honestly, I 
can’t remember the number of times a smile ran 
across my face after a hint of humor. Although 
it was their first musical, I can tell this will be 
a memorable performance for many of the cast. 
But what caused the director, Jennifer Frechette, 
to choose the musical “Once on This Island” for 
their first performance? Mrs. Frechette stated, 
“I chose ONCE ON THIS ISLAND because I 
thought the themes were extremely relevant; 
class distinction and racial prejudice which 
plague our own society,” I hope the audience 
received this message well. Another goal Mrs. 
Frechette had in mind was to teach her students 
a valuable lesson: “In the real life we need to 
be committed, punctual and prepared. The les-
sons I want the kids to learn do not just apply 
to theatre, but to any job.” I’m sure the entire 
cast found it regrettable to part ways after all 
the time spent together. Even I can still feel the 
bittersweet feeling that came over me when I 
found myself delivering my last claps and pre-
paring to exit the auditorium. The audience’s 
applause was not only congratulating the cast 
for their success, but for the long awaited come-
back of Cross Drama. Like everyone else who 
truly enjoyed the musical, I can’t wait for the 
next production, let’s go Cross Drama and good 
luck!

YOLO: #deadly?
BY: Sophie Dillon ‘13

2012 was undeniably the 
Year of YOLO, an acronym 
for “you only live once” was 
coined in the rapper Drake’s 
song “The Motto” and ended 
next to millions of hashtags, 
in permanent ink on Zac 
Efron’s hand, and on the 
Oxford American Diction-
ary’s short-list for 2012 Eng-
lish Word of the Year. While 
the phrase is a seemingly 
positive maxim embracing a 
“grab life by the horns” men-
tality, it more often winds up 
as justification for dangerous 
decisions, like: “Tazing ran-
dom people and yelling ‘Pikachu’ #Yolo.” So, in this year that has simultaneously embraced a “Yolo” 
mentality and faced grim headlines of violence, disease, and drug use. What has been the number one 
killer of teens?
 Ding ding ding, you guessed it! Distracted driving.
 So maybe it’s not catchy enough for the eight o’clock news, but car accidents have been the 
leading cause of death amongst people ages thirteen to nineteen for more than a decade, according to 
the National Center for Health Statistics. According to an AAA analysis conducted in 2006 (the lat-
est data available), crashes involving 15-17 year-olds racked up over $34 billion across the nation in 
costs. 
 Perhaps you’re thinking—sure, I hear about drunk driving all of the time. Maybe you do, and 
rightfully so. Every statistic in the book practically names drunk driving as the Grim Reaper himself. 
Connecticut mandates that every license recipient take an eight-hour drug and alcohol course. Yet 
young people still take their chances, grabbing life by the horns, like aspiring young rapper Ervin 
McKinness, who tweeted “Drunk af going 120 drifting corners…YOLO” before driving into a wall 
and killing himself and four others, minutes later.
 Yes, driving under the influence is incredibly dangerous. The Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety estimates that drivers with high blood alcohol contents are 385 times more likely to die in 
a car crash than drivers with a BAC of zero. If you’re male and drunk—you are 707 times more likely 
to die on the road. However sobering these statistics may be, alcohol and drugs are only responsible 
for about 5.1% of fatalities in car crashes amongst 16-19 year olds, according to 2011 statistics from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The leading four causes of fatal car accidents 
that fall above drugs/alcohol: improper signaling, improper turns, right-of-way, and speeding.
 Is it possible then, that what’s leading most teens to their coffins is really just inattention?
 So maybe this year saw a lot of “Yolo,” but it was certainly the word that went viral more 
than the concept itself. It seems that teens now live to surf the endless sea of social media and its 
stories. Significant differences have already been found in our attention span and capacity to process 
visual information. In many ways, the new way our generation thinks—using technology as an exten-
sion of ourselves—is a good thing. However, when it comes to driving, our need for constant stimula-
tion can be deadly. (Continues in page 20)
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(Continued from page 19) 
 What is six times more accident-prone 
than driving while under the influence? Driving 
while texting. The minimum amount of time one 
can look down to text is roughly five seconds. If 
you’re going at 55 mph, those five seconds you 
take to check a new message is the same as driv-
ing blind down a football field. So maybe we’re 
overconfident in our texting abilities—77% of 
young drivers are “very or somewhat confident” 
in their texting while driving competence, ac-
cording to TextingandDriving.com’s statistics. 
However, the Institute for Highway Safety has 
found that texting while driving takes eleven 
lives every day. 
 It’s not just texting. Other seemingly 
innocuous driving activities are very risky. Dial-
ing a phone increases crash risk by 2.8, listening 
or talking to a handheld device by 1.3, and even 
reaching for a phone or iPod by 1.4. Adding a 
passenger to your car will increase your chances 
of crashing. If he’s male, this risk doubles. Two-
thirds of teens that die in car accidents were not 
wearing their seatbelts. It’s these little things we 
do, either because we are distracted or because 
we want to distract ourselves from the routine 
activity of driving, that lead to fatality. For more 
statistics and opportunities to get involved, visit 
the Allstate Foundation’s website: Keepthe-
Drive.com. Take the “Not My Friends” Pledge 
and promise to stick up for safety.
    2012 is right: you only live once. So pay at-
tention, because that’s a pretty beautiful thing.

Why does it matter? 
BY: Khrystall Jones    ‘14      

 Why are people judged by the way they style their hair, how they dress, or how they smell? 
You don’t know what a person is going through, so why judge them? When students leaves their 
house they can leave in a bad mood and come to school with a smile on their face, hiding their pain. 
Some students’ parents don’t work. They can’t afford to wear Hollister or Aeropostale. Don’t judge 
them for what they wear or for how they look. Judge them for who they are inside. They can look or 
smell different from you, but at the end of the day they can be a kind-hearted person inside. 

Cheerleader Spirit At Cross!
Rachel Smith ‘13

Lisandra Santiago - What I hate is when everybody thinks we’re gonna do bad, and it’s just kinda sad; 
how everybody doubts us and thinks we're not gonna do nothing, and then when people say how WC 
cheerleaders suck. We haven’t seen you try nothing! Do you know how that makes us feel? Cheer-
leading is basically our lives. It’s something that you put work into.  
 Markisha Brown - Being a manager…it’s fun, You meet a lot of new people. I became close 
friends with many girls that I thought I wouldn’t even like.  I just basically go to all the games and 
support them no matter what. Drama…I’m there! The manager is the support system. I help coach…
remember everything basically. I’m a senior…my last year with them *tears*! If you have another 
life, don’t do cheerleading, especially not if you have a boyfriend. Because they’re gonna get mad 
because you don’t have time for them, and that you’re not gonna chill like that; because it’s literally 
practice is every day. Lately it’s been from 2-5, so you have no time, and by the time you get out of 
practice you’re sweaty and you’re sore. You barely want to go to parties because on Friday nights 
you’ve just gotten out of a game. So cheerleading really has to be your life and really what you want 
to do. Grades too, you gotta be able to balance that. When I get home I don’t feel like doing work at 
all. So…it’s about motivation. Especially when it comes to competition because it’s a rule that you 
have to have a certain grade point average to be able to compete, so I guess it’s kind of about motiva-
tion to do well in school. 
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More Than Treading Water 
BY Jesus Abraham Morales-Sanchez ‘14 Photo BY: Selena Santiago ‘14 & Jin-Soo 
Park ‘14

Growing up in Mexico, I had the chance to ex-
perience one of the best activities, :swimming. 
Having the chance to swim after class when I 
was a kid, is one of the best memories in my 
childhood.The relaxing properties of swim-
ming and the texture of water, were just per-
fect for those tough and stressing days. Now, I 
have the chance to re-live those moments here 
at Cross. 
  Kevin Rivas, a sophomore at Wil-
bur Cross, has shown  to have ambitious plans 
for the Cross community. Right now he’s the 
mind behind the brand new Swimming Club at 

Cross, a project from which many students will benefit. This project creates an environment that sup-
ports physical activity, and gives student the skills needed to open doors in numerous careers. 
 Kevin first got involved in swimming when he was in the 4th grade. He started swimming 
for a Rec team for two years. After that, in 7th grade, Rivas only swam to cool off. This past summer, 
with the Olympic Games going on, memories from his childhood came back and gave him the idea to 
start a swimming team at Cross. He first approached Coach Farrell, who suggested to begin a petition 
to make it happen. But it wasn't until after he got involved with the Future Project, that a second peti-
tion worked. For anyone who is wondering what The Future Project is, it’s an exciting and innovative 
"dream initiative" with the objective of helping students work on a project, and make it as successful 
as possible. According to Kevin, The Future Project helped him to gain ideas in moments when he 
was not sure how to proceed with his project. It was a difficult but gratifying process that allowed 
Kevin establish connections with the two coaches of the team; Mr. Karrell and Mr.  Smith. They were 
both contacted by Kevin, after students and teachers mentioned the profound interest of these two 
teachers in swimming. 
Right now, the swimming club is just starting, and already counts with more than 15 members. Even 
though it is not a bad starting point, there are still a lot of things to do. Kevin's goal is to get more time 
in the pool, as well as to have the team become a CIAC Varisity team two years from now. 
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Bienvenidos! A new dream emerges.
BY: Jesus Abraham Morales-Sanchez ’14

    Mr. Karrell is one of two teachers who are coaching the brand new swimming club at Wilbur Cross. 
Mr. Karrell has been swimming since he was 6 years old. He has also competed internationally, repre-
senting Puerto Rico in many Pan-American and, Central American games. His abilities in swimming 
allowed him to get a full scholarship to college. He has been coaching for 21 years, and right now he 
coaches at a USA Club, where many national champions swim. Since he got to Cross his dream was 
to start a swimming team. Now, his dream seems to be coming true.
    Mr. Karrell emphasized the importance of swimming, given its unique characteristics which pro-
mote non-aggressive behaviors, fair competition, and is ideal for any age and any stage of life. The 
development of these skills can open the doors to many careers such as swimming instructors, life-
guards among others.
    Mr. Karrell was approached by Kevin Rivas who requested they begin the project of creating a 
swimming club. And after a process including an online petition and meeting with Ms. Moore, they 
finally managed to start a team. Which will be coached by Mr. Karrell and Mr. Smith. So far 34 people 
are joining the club. He encourages any student who would like to join the team to do so. “Our objec-
tive is to promote aquatic activity in the school and in the community” said Mr Karrell. “We want 
every student at Wilbur Cross to be water safe” he added. 
Mr. Karrell plans to have at least two competitions this year; one inter-school, and one against a 
team in the community. Next year he would like to begin a common team with students from other 
high schools in the community as well as an all-girls team. Right now, the swimming club is meeting 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 2:00 - 3:00, after school, but they are expecting to have a 
change in schedule very soon. 

The Geometry of 
Swimming 
BY: Aneurin Canham-Clyne ’15 & Je-
sus Abraham Morales-Sanchez ‘14
    Mr. Smith is a fairly new teacher in the Wil-
bur Cross Math Department. He began in late 
February 2012 teaching Algebra Lab, and he 
currently teaches Geometry.  He attended Notre 
Dame High School (’04), and Holy Cross Col-
lege (’08). His graduate work in Education at 
University of New Haven included a 1-year in-
ternship at Hillhouse High School. During this 
time he worked as a substitute teacher and tutor. 

Throughout the last few years, Mr. Smith has 
been involved in swimming, as a lifeguard, af-
ter swimming in both high school and college.   
When Kevin Rivas approached him about start-
ing a swim club at Cross, Mr. Smith volunteered 
to be the coach. He is working alongside Mr. 
Karrell, to get the club off the ground, despite 
limited resources; as Notre Dame High School 
was using the Cross pool to practice until March 
6th. 
Mr. Smith expects the club to start slow due to 
the diversity in ability of the members, and he 
is aware that by no means will they be able to 
compete on a varsity level any time soon. How-
ever, he is hopeful that the team will be able to 
compete against other local high school teams 
in the future. 
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Wrestling Team
BY Suzette Briones ‘15

Jonathan Ortiz: I'm the captain of the wrestling team. I weigh 154 pounds. This is my fourth year 
wrestling. This has been just an amazing ride from wrestling with a team of 5 to wrestling with a team 
of about 25 to 30 kids. It’s amazing the hard work. I’m so proud to be the captain of this team and I 
just wanna see these guys fly and soar in the future.
Daykwion Aleman: I’m the other captain of the New Haven wrestling team, heavyweight. Hopefully 
I’ll go all state this year, I’m hoping to go far as possible and get a scholarship off of this. I’m very 
proud of my team so far. I’ve been working as hard as I can. We’ve been dedicated and I hope this 
season is a landmark for the New Haven wrestling team to get us on the map.
Jessie Okeke: I wrestle the 220 weight class. This is my first year as a wrestler, I’m a Sophomore but 
all I can say is this has been a great experience so far since the first day of practice. Until now I feel 
like I’ve grown physically, emotionally and mentally. I would like to thank my coach, Coach Nate 
and Coach Z for being such great coaches. They never missed one practice, took us to all our tourna-
ments. All I have to say is I respect them. We are no longer a team, we are now a family.
Chris Casas: I weigh 154 pounds. I’ve been part of this team for a few years now and we accomplish 
more and more each day. And I just hope we soar and leave our mark here and hopefully spread the 
word that New Haven program is getting better and better.
Kenny Agosto: I’m a 138 pound wrestler for the New Haven team I just love this team, it’s like a 
family to me. I just love wrestling for them, everybody shows up to work hard. We treat each other 
like a family, we just love working with each other. It’s a honor to wrestle with this team.
Khari Daniels: I wrestle the 195 weight class and I’ve been wrestling for New Haven for about 2 
years. It’s that it’s a good team like over the years we grew and I believe that we're gonna be a good 
team. We’re gonna get better and better. I hope that in the near future these kids grow up and make 
New Haven a better wrestling team and a landmark.
Zack Roderick: I’m a first year wrestler this is a very good experience, I’m doing very good. And I 
just wanna let you know this is very a good team.
Earl Givan: I wrestle 120, this my first year in high school wrestling. Wrestling is probably one of 
the best sports I’ve ever played just because even though it is an individual sport, it doesn’t mean that 
everyone is separate. Like it’ a team and everyone loves each other.
Anthony D’Urso: I wrestle for the 106. Wrestling has been one of the best experiences I’ve ever had 
in my life. We’re like family I know if one of us hurts each other we’re not gonna put up with that, 
we just have each other’s backs.
Sigfredo Morales: This is my first year wrestling, I’m a senior in high school. If I would have found 
out about this earlier I definitely would have done it because I love this sport. It’s the coolest sport 
ever. It’s the first team I’ve been on, I’m just glad to be a part of this. It’s a beautiful sport. I love these 
guys like my family.
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Cross Basketball
BY:Yaslinda Grant ‘14 Photos BY: Chaslynn Saucier ‘14
 
Kevin Walten:  Head Coach
            This is my first year as head varsity coach at Wilbur Cross.  We've had our challenges but it's 
mostly good.  They're a great group of kids, they work hard but they need to learn how to win and 
how to become a winning program.  There are some bad habits we're still trying to break and I think 
right now, we're a good team.  They are their own worst enemy.  We have to work harder for 32 min-
utes.  I think that it's best that we build a program.  I think we're taking the right steps.  I think Jerald 
Macleason and Moris Williams are doing a great job as assitance, and Chris Katelli.  We have good 
young players in the program and good returners.  We're on the right track, we have a long way to go, 
but hopefully in March we'll see the fruits of our labor.
 Justin Fredlaw: “I have fun playing basketball here at Wilbur Cross with my homeboys.”
 Michael Judkins ‘Mango’: “I'm the team captain, it's an honor being on the basketball team.  I didn't 
get to play the first two seasons, so we're going hard this year.”
 Doud Akaok: “It's an honor to be with my brothers, we work hard, and we do what we have to do to 
get out of practice.  We're doing this to try and get somewhere in life.”
 Jaylin Fuller: “It's an honor to be on the basketball team, working hard with my boys, and we're get-
ting this work done.”
Terrance Allen: “I play basketball for Wilbur Cross, we're definitely winning states this year.”
 Yasaan Frazier: “I love playing Wilbur Cross basketball.  We're taking it all the way this year.”
 Michael D'Rose: “It's a privilege to play for Wilbur Cross.  I feel we're going to have a positive future 
this year.”
 Jaelin Robinson: “This is my first year coming onto the team and I feel very welcomed into this fam-
ily.  I'm very grateful and we're doing big things this year.”
 Jamir Esdaile: “I love playing with this team.  The coaches are teaching us how to be men.  Hopefully 
we can get into the states.”
 Wesly Postman: “It's an honor to play at Wilbur Cross for the Governors.  It's my first year, I didn't 
play the first two years, but we're working hard.  We have our ups and downs but we pull together in 
the end.
 D'Andre Skinner: “This is my third year playing for Wilbur Cross, 2 years on Varsity.  It's a privilege 
to play for Wilbur Cross. I love my boys, we wanna play hard and make our run to the Sun.”
 Chan Williams-Bay: “It's a pleasure to be on the basketball team.  This is my 2nd year, we work hard 
as a family.  We have to do what we have to do to make it to the Sun.”
 Samuel Shirt: “It's a pleasure playing for Wilbur Cross, hopefully we make it to Mohegan.”
 Darrell Stokes: “I love playing for Wilbur Cross, I love my coaches, I love my team.  Hopefully we 
make it to Mohegan Sun, see you next year.
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CIAC Track State 
Championship
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Sung-In Johnson from 
Common Ground . Took 6th 
place in the 600

Chaslynn Saucier from Wilbur 
Cross. Took 5th place in the 55.
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